Imaginary Magnitude Stanislaw Lem
Imaginary Magnitude Imaginary Magnitude The Invincible A Perfect Vacuum A Stanislaw Lem Reader One Human Minute Microworlds Return from the Stars From Literature to Biterature Lemography Memoirs
Found in a Bathtub The Three Electroknights The 80s The Seventh Voyage The Loss Library and Other Unfinished Stories The Planiverse The Atheist's Bible Mortal Engines Stanislaw Lem The Truth and
Other Stories Peace on Earth Melchior Wankowicz The Cyberiad The Investigation Sweet Lechery Science Fiction Literature in East Germany The Star Diaries The Highest Tide The Art and Science of
Stanislaw Lem The Captive Mind Dialogues Highcastle The Chain of Chance Hospital of the Transfiguration Solar Lottery Lemistry Fantasy Encyclopedia A Scrap of Time and Other Stories Prefaces and
Writing Sampler The Book of Legendary Lands
As recognized, adventure as capably as experience roughly lesson, amusement, as without difficulty as deal can be gotten by just checking out a ebook Imaginary Magnitude Stanislaw Lem next it is not directly
done, you could bow to even more roughly this life, approximately the world.
We allow you this proper as well as simple way to acquire those all. We allow Imaginary Magnitude Stanislaw Lem and numerous ebook collections from fictions to scientific research in any way. among them is this
Imaginary Magnitude Stanislaw Lem that can be your partner.

cybernetic theory of the "sociopathology of governing," amending the first edition's discussion of the
pathology of social regulation; and two previously published articles on related topics. From the vantage
point of 1971, Lem observes that original book, begun as a search for methods "that would increase our
understanding of both the human and nonhuman worlds," was in the end "an expression of the cognitive
curiosity and anxiety of modern thought."
The Investigation Nov 05 2020 An eerie and offbeat mystery by a Kafka Prize–winning author. The case
confronting Lieutenant Gregory is not one that a man of Scotland Yard would expect. In fact, it is not one
any sane man would care to entertain. Bodies are disappearing. The initial assumption is that a grave
robber is roaming London and defiling local morgues. But upon further examination, it seems the deceased
are, in fact, resurrecting. As Gregory stumbles his way through the tangled clues, seeking advice from
scientific, philosophical, and theological experts alike, he finds himself tossed into a baffling metaphysical
puzzle of incomprehensible truths and unbelievable realities. Hailed by Kirkus Reviews as “closer to Kafka
than the police precinct house,” Lem’s intelligent and puzzling foray into the mystery genre offers an
appealing combination of disturbance and delight.
Solar Lottery Nov 24 2019 Hired to work for Quizmaster Verrick, the man in charge of the strange game
in which the ruler of the Universe is selected, Ted Bentley is unaware that Leon Cartwright, the man
destined to take over Verrick's job, is targeted for assassination or that Verrick is plotting to resume control
of a not-so-random universe. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
Lemistry Oct 24 2019 We know Stanislaw Lem, whether or not we consciously know that we do. He may
only be recognised in the West as the author of the twice-filmed novel, Solaris, but the influence of his
other work is legion. From computer games (The Sims was inspired by one of his short stories), to films (the
red and blue pills of The Matrix owe much to his Futurological Congress); from the space comedies of Red
Dwarf to the metaphysical satires of Douglas Adams... the presence of this masterly Polish writer can be
traced far and wide. Nor was his genius confined to fiction. Lem's essays and pseudo-essays borne out of
the military industrial tensions of the Cold War have outlived their original context and speak to the most
current developments in virtual reality, nanotechnology, and artificial intelligence. To celebrate his name,
as well as his vision, this anthology brings together writers, critics and scientists who continue to grapple
with his concerns. British and Polish novelists join screenwriters, poets, computer engineers, and artists, to
celebrate and explore Lem's legacy through short stories and essays - two literary forms that, as Lem knew
well, can blend together to create something altogether new. As one of the barriers to Lem's fame was
language, this book also features specially commissioned translations: three stories never to have appeared
in English before. Lem was always ahead of us. It's time we caught up.
Melchior Wankowicz Jan 07 2021 In Melchior Wankowicz: Poland’s Master of the Written Word,
Aleksandra Ziolkowska-Boehm examines the life and writing of famous Polish writer Melchior Wankowicz,

The Star Diaries Aug 02 2020 @Ijon Tichy, Lem's Candide of the Cosmos, encounters bizarre civilizations
and creatures in space that serve to satirize science, the rational mind, theology, and other icons of human
pride. Line drawings by the Author. Translated by Michael Kandel. A Helen and Kurt Wolff Book@@
Imaginary Magnitude Sep 27 2022 These wickedly authentic introductions to twenty-first-century books
preface tomes on teaching English to bacteria, using animated X-rays to create "pornograms," and
analyzing computer-generated literature through the science of "bitistics." "Lem, a science fiction Bach,
plays in this book a googleplex of variations on his basic themes" (New York Times Book Review).
Translated by Marc E. Heine. A Helen and Kurt Wolff Book
The Truth and Other Stories Mar 09 2021 Twelve stories by science fiction master Stanisław Lem, nine
of them never before published in English. Of these twelve short stories by science fiction master Stanisław
Lem, only three have previously appeared in English, making this the first "new" book of fiction by Lem
since the late 1980s. The stories display the full range of Lem's intense curiosity about scientific ideas as
well as his sardonic approach to human nature, presenting as multifarious a collection of mad scientists as
any reader could wish for. Many of these stories feature artificial intelligences or artificial life forms, long a
Lem preoccupation; some feature quite insane theories of cosmology or evolution. All are thought
provoking and scathingly funny. Written from 1956 to 1993, the stories are arranged in chronological
order. In the title story, "The Truth," a scientist in an insane asylum theorizes that the sun is alive; "The
Journal" appears to be an account by an omnipotent being describing the creation of infinite universes-until, in a classic Lem twist, it turns out to be no such thing; in "An Enigma," beings debate whether
offspring can be created without advanced degrees and design templates. Other stories feature a computer
that can predict the future by 137 seconds, matter-destroying spores, a hunt in which the prey is a robot,
and an electronic brain eager to go on the lam. These stories are peak Lem, exploring ideas and themes
that resonate throughout his writing.
Dialogues Mar 29 2020 The first English translation of a nonfiction work by Stanisław Lem, which was
"conceived under the spell of cybernetics" in 1957 and updated in 1971. In 1957, Stanisław Lem published
Dialogues, a book "conceived under the spell of cybernetics," as he wrote in the preface to the second
edition. Mimicking the form of Berkeley's Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous, Lem's original
dialogue was an attempt to unravel the then-novel field of cybernetics. It was a testimony, Lem wrote later,
to "the almost limitless cognitive optimism" he felt upon his discovery of cybernetics. This is the first
English translation of Lem's Dialogues, including the text of the first edition and the later essays added to
the second edition in 1971. For the second edition, Lem chose not to revise the original. Recognizing the
naivete of his hopes for cybernetics, he constructed a supplement to the first dialogue, which consists of
two critical essays, the first a summary of the evolution of cybernetics, the second a contribution to the
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author of legendary work “The Battle of Monte Cassino”. Melchior Wankowicz was famous for creating his
theory of reportage, i.e. the “mosaic method” where the events of many people were implanted into the life
of one person. In this book, Ziolkowska-Boehm offers a critical examination of Wankowicz’s work informed
by her experiences as his private secretary. Her access to the author’s personal archives shed new light on
the life and work of the man considered by many to be “the father of Polish reportage.”
The Three Electroknights Nov 17 2021 'What use to a being that lives beneath a sun are jewels of gas and
silver stars of ice?' From a giant of twentieth-century science fiction, these four miniature space epics
feature crazy inventors, surreal worlds, robot kings and madcap machines. Penguin Modern: fifty new
books celebrating the pioneering spirit of the iconic Penguin Modern Classics series, with each one offering
a concentrated hit of its contemporary, international flavour. Here are authors ranging from Kathy Acker to
James Baldwin, Truman Capote to Stanislaw Lem and George Orwell to Shirley Jackson; essays radical and
inspiring; poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal and fabulous; taking us from the deep South to
modern Japan, New York's underground scene to the farthest reaches of outer space.
From Literature to Biterature Feb 20 2022 From Literature to Biterature is based on the premise that in
the foreseeable future computers will become capable of creating works of literature. Among hundreds of
other questions, it considers: Under which conditions would machines become capable of creative writing?
Given that computer evolution will exceed the pace of natural evolution a million-fold, what will such a state
of affairs entail in terms of art, culture, social life, and even nonhuman rights? Drawing a map of impending
literary, cultural, social, and technological revolutions, Peter Swirski boldly assumes that computers will
leap from mere syntax-driven processing to semantically rich understanding. He argues that acknowledging
biterature as a species of literature will involve adopting the same range of attitudes to computer authors
(computhors) as to human ones and that it will be necessary to approach them as agents with internal
states and creative intentions. Ranging from the metafiction of Stanislaw Lem to the "Turing test" (familiar
to scientists working in Artificial Intelligence and the philosophers of mind) to the evolutionary trends of
culture and machines, Swirski's scenarios lay the groundwork for a new area of study on the cusp of
literary futurology, evolutionary cognition, and philosophy of the future.
Microworlds Apr 22 2022 The author of Solaris critiques science fiction in a collection of provocative
essays. Celebrated science fiction master Stanislaw Lem turns his always sharp and insightful pen to
criticism in this bold and controversial analysis of the genre for which he is most known. In this collection
of ten essays—ranging from an introspective examination of his own biographical and literary history to
biting scrutiny of fellow authors and their works—Lem takes a keen look at the influence, shortcomings,
merit, and importance of science fiction, touching on topics from Philip K. Dick (“a genius among the
charlatans”) to time travel, cosmology, and Jorge Luis Borges. Whether deriding the genre’s tendency to
adhere to well-worn patterns of adventure or lauding its ability to, when executed correctly, discover ideas
that have not been thought of or done before, Lem’s quick wit, razor tongue, and impeccable insights make
Microworlds a master class of scientific and literary analysis from one of the undisputed legends of science
fiction.
Imaginary Magnitude Oct 28 2022 This collection of futuristic prefaces to books of the twenty-first century
ranges from the scientific to computer-generated literature
Memoirs Found in a Bathtub Dec 18 2021 Depicts a future America where a Uranian virus threatens the
destruction of all paper.
Sweet Lechery Oct 04 2020 In Sweet Lechery, cultural journalist Jeet Heer offers a quirky collection of
literary criticism that touches on a wide range of contemporary topics. From Margaret Atwood to Philip K.
Dick, from Seth to Marshall McLuhan, Heer considers the literary and social contributions of canonical
authors, artists, theorists and polemicists alike. Drawing from a variety of disciplines and genres, he links
sex to economics, porn to high-brow literature, and tackles the oddball themes of cannibalism and
vegetable sex in Canadian fiction. He examines the struggles of science fiction writers and the artistic
opportunities of comic artists, weighing in on partisan politics for good measure. Rich with contextual detail
and social commentary, these essays examine the cultural, historical and political forces that inform the
books we read and write.
Science Fiction Literature in East Germany Sep 03 2020 East German science fiction enabled its authors to
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create a subversive space in another time and place. One of the country's most popular genres, it outlined
futures that often went beyond the party's official version. Many utopian stories provided a corrective
vision, intended to preserve and improve upon East German communism. This study is an introduction to
East German science fiction. The book begins with a chapter on German science fiction before 1949. It then
spans the entire existence of the country (1949-1990) and outlines key topics essential to understanding the
genre: popular literature, socialist realism, censorship, fandom, and international science fiction. An indepth discussion addresses notions of high and low literature, elements of the fantastic and utopia as
critical narrative strategies, ideology and realism in East German literature, gender, and the relation
between literature and science. Through a close textual analysis of three science fiction novels, the author
expands East German literary history to include science fiction as a valuable source for developing a multifaceted understanding of the country's short history. Finally, an epilogue notes new titles and developments
since the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Mortal Engines May 11 2021 'On one side of the ducats was stamped the radiant profile of Archithorius,
on the other - an image of his six hundred arms' Mortal Engines is a selection of the best of Stanislaw Lem's
extraordinary miniature space epics, chosen by his heroic translator Michael Kandel, who has somehow
battled through Lem's jokes, parodies, fabricated technological terms and unreliable robots and brilliantly
converted them from Polish into English. Encompassing his Fables for Robots and stories from his
protagonists Ijon Tichy (from The Star Diaries) and Pirx the Pilot, this is a highly entertaining but also
deeply alarming view of the glories and absurdities of Outer Space.
The Atheist's Bible Jun 12 2021 This intellectual history of a rumored book of heresy reveals a persistent
undercurrent of atheism from the Middle Ages into the 18th century. In 1239, Pope Gregory IX accused
Frederick II, the Holy Roman Emperor, of heresy. Without disclosing evidence of any kind, Gregory
announced that Frederick had written a supremely blasphemous book—De tribus impostoribus, or the
Treatise of the Three Impostors—in which Frederick denounced Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad as
impostors. Of course, Frederick denied the charge, and over the following centuries the story played out
across Europe, with libertines, freethinkers, and other “strong minds” seeking a copy of the scandalous
text. The fascination persisted until finally, in the eighteenth century, someone brought the purported work
into actual existence—in not one but two versions, Latin and French. Although historians have debated the
origins and influences of this most apocryphal book, there has not been a comprehensive biography of the
Treatise of the Three Impostors. In The Atheist’s Bible, historian Georges Minois tracks the course of the
book from its origins in 1239 to its most salient episodes in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
introducing readers to the colorful individuals obsessed with possessing the legendary work—and the
equally obsessive passion of those who wanted to punish people who sought it. Minois’s compelling account
sheds much-needed light on the power of atheism, the threat of blasphemy, and the persistence of free
thought during a time when the outspoken risked being burned at the stake. “[A] timely and elegant
study…Readers who are intrigued or scandalized by the diatribes of Richard Dawkins or Christopher
Hitchens will discover in The Atheist’s Bible that, as that other Bible says, there is nothing new under the
sun.”—Walter Stephens, author of Demon Lovers
The Highest Tide Jul 01 2020 Over the course of a single summer, thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley, a young
boy with a fascination for the sea, copes with the trials of growing up, his infatuation with the girl next
door, bickering parents, and his fear that his life and his beloved Puget Sound are slipping away from him.
A first novel. Reprint.
A Scrap of Time and Other Stories Aug 22 2019 Named a New York Times Notable Book Winner of the
PEN/Book-of-the-Month Club Translation Prize Winner of the Anne Frank Prize These shattering stories
describe the lives of ordinary people as they are compelled to do the unimaginable: a couple who must
decide what to do with their five-year-old daughter as the Gestapo come to march them out of town; a wife
whose safety depends on her acquiescence in her husband's love affair; a girl who must pay a grim price for
an Aryan identity card.
Prefaces and Writing Sampler Jul 21 2019 The International Kierkegaard Commentary-For the first time in
English the world community of scholars systematically assembled and presented the results of recent
research in the vast literature of Søren Kierkegaard. Based on the definitive English edition of
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Kierkegaard's works by Princeton University Press, this series of commentaries addresses all the published
texts of the influential Danish philosopher and theologian. This is volume 9 & 10 in a series of
commentaries based upon the definitive translations of Kierkegaard's writings published by Princeton
University Press, 1980ff.
Highcastle Feb 26 2020 A playful, witty, reflective memoir of childhood by the science fiction master
Stanisław Lem. With Highcastle, Stanisław Lem offers a memoir of his childhood and youth in prewar Lvov.
Reflective, artful, witty, playful—“I was a monster,” he observes ruefully—this lively and charming book
describes a youth spent reading voraciously (he was especially interested in medical texts and French
novels), smashing toys, eating pastries, and being terrorized by insects. Often lonely, the young Lem
believed that he could communicate with household objects—perhaps anticipating the sentient machines in
the adult Lem's novels. Lem reveals his younger self to be a dreamer, driven by an unbridled imagination
and boundless curiosity. In the course of his reminiscing, Lem also ponders the nature of memory,
innocence, and the imagination. Highcastle (the title refers to a nearby ruin) offers the portrait of a writer
in his formative years.
One Human Minute May 23 2022 Essays by the author of Solaris: “Lem’s delightful sense of humor
accentuates his essential seriousness about humanity’s possible fate” (Publishers Weekly). In One Human
Minute, Stanislaw Lem takes a hard look at our world and technology—what it means now and what dire
implications it could have for the future—in satirical, wise, and biting prose. With this collection of three
essays, Lem targets some of the most pressing issues humanity faces, from our unsettling origins to the
cybernetic future of our weaponry. “The Upside-Down Evolution” chronicles the Earth’s military evolution
from nuclear stockpiles to deadly, robotic microweapons. “The World as Cataclysm” examines how
humankind’s dominance on Earth is the result of the extermination of another species just as qualified to
rule the world. And the title essay presents a disturbing and fascinating snapshot of every single thing
happening on the planet in a sixty-second span. Effortlessly blurring the lines between fiction and
nonfiction, scientific essay and fantastical short story, cynical reproach and wry humor, Lem’s One Human
Minute combines the best elements of the renowned science fiction author and Kafka Prize winner’s writing
into one irreverent and intellectually stimulating package.
The Book of Legendary Lands Jun 19 2019 In the tradition of On Beauty, On Ugliness and The Infinity of
Lists, Umberto Eco presents an enthralling and erudite illustrated tour of the fabled places that have awed
and eluded us through the ages. From the epic poems of Homer to contemporary science fiction, from the
Holy Scriptures to modern mythology and fairy tale, literature and art are full of illusory places we have at
some time believed are real, and onto which we have projected our dreams, ideals and fears. Umberto Eco
leads us on an illuminating journey through these legendary lands - Atlantis, Thule and Hyperborea, the
Earth's interior and the Land of Cockaigne - and explores utopias and dystopias where our imagination can
confront concepts that are too incredible, or too challenging, for our limited real world. In The Book of
Legendary Lands the author's text is accompanied by several hundred carefully assembled works of art and
literature; the result is a beautifully illustrated volume with broad and enduring appeal.
The Seventh Voyage Sep 15 2021 In this graphic adaptation of a story by Stanislaw Lem, a meteoroid
damages astronaut and space traveller Ijon's spaceship, and he finds himself caught in a time loop,
contending with past and future versions of himself.
Return from the Stars Mar 21 2022 An astronaut returns to Earth after a ten-year mission and finds a
society that he barely recognizes. Stanisław Lem's Return from the Stars recounts the experiences of Hal
Bregg, an astronaut who returns from an exploratory mission that lasted ten years—although because of
time dilation, 127 years have passed on Earth. Bregg finds a society that he hardly recognizes, in which
danger has been eradicated. Children are “betrizated” to remove all aggression and violence—a process
that also removes all impulse to take risks and explore. The people of Earth view Bregg and his crew as
“resuscitated Neanderthals,” and pressure them to undergo betrization. Bregg has serious difficulty in
navigating the new social mores. While Lem's depiction of a risk-free society is bleak, he does not portray
Bregg and his fellow astronauts as heroes. Indeed, faced with no opposition to his aggression, Bregg
behaves abominably. He is faced with a choice: leave Earth again and hope to return to a different society
in several hundred years, or stay on Earth and learn to be content. With Return from the Stars, Lem shows
imaginary-magnitude-stanislaw-lem

the shifting boundaries between utopia and dystopia.
A Perfect Vacuum Jul 25 2022 In a perfect vacuum, Stanislaw Lem presents a collection of book reviews
of nonexistent works of literature - works that, in many cases, could not possibly be written. Embracing
postmodernism's "games for games' sake" ethos, Lem joins the contest with hilarious and grotesque results.
Most of the "reviews" target the postmodern infatuation with antinarratives by lampooning their selfindulgence and exploiting their mannerisms. Lem exposes the limits of postmodern fiction, showing how its
studious self-consciousness frequently conceals intellectual paucity. Beginning with a review of his own
book, Lem moves on to tackle (or create pastiches of) the French new novel, James Joyce, pornography,
authorless writing, and Dostoevsky, while at the same time ranging across scientific topics, from cosmology
to the pervasiveness of computers.
Hospital of the Transfiguration Dec 26 2019 An early realist novel by Stanisław Lem, taking place in a
Polish psychiatric hospital during World War II. Taking place within the confines of a psychiatric hospital,
Stanisław Lem's The Hospital of the Transfiguration tells the story of a young doctor working in a Polish
asylum during World War II. At first the asylum seems like a bucolic refuge, but a series of sinister
encounters and incidents reveal an underlying brutality. The doctor begins to seek relief in the strange
conversation of the poet Sekulowski, who is posing as a patient in a bid for safety from the occupying
German forces. Meanwhile, Resistance fighters stockpile weapons in the surrounding woods. A very early
work by Lem, The Hospital of the Transfiguration is partly autobiographical, drawing on the author's
experiences as a medical student. Written in 1948, it was suppressed by Polish censors and not published
until 1955. The censorship of this realist novel is partly what led Lem to focus on science fiction and
nonfiction for the rest of his career.
The Invincible Aug 26 2022 A space cruiser, in search of its sister ship, encounters beings descended from
self-replicating machines. In the grand tradition of H. G. Wells and Jules Verne, Stanisław Lem's The
Invincible tells the story of a space cruiser sent to an obscure planet to determine the fate of a sister
spaceship whose communication with Earth has abruptly ceased. Landing on the planet Regis III, navigator
Rohan and his crew discover a form of life that has apparently evolved from autonomous, self-replicating
machines—perhaps the survivors of a “robot war.” Rohan and his men are forced to confront the classic
quandary: what course of action can humanity take once it has reached the limits of its knowledge? In The
Invincible, Lem has his characters confront the inexplicable and the bizarre: the problem that lies just
beyond analytical reach.
A Stanislaw Lem Reader Jun 24 2022 In The Lem Reader, Peter Swirski has assembled an in-depth and
insightful collection of writings by and about, and interviews with, one of the most fascinating writers of the
twentieth century.
Fantasy Encyclopedia Sep 22 2019 Fantasy Encyclopedia is a superb guide to the creatures and people of
folklore and fantasy. Meet the mischievous and sometimes helpful Little People, such as goblins and fairies,
horrific monsters, from dragons to Dracula, and beautiful fantastical creatures, such as mermaids and
unicorns. Discover how the magic of stories throughout the centuries have kept these creatures alive in
traditions and cultures around the world, and how mystery and superstition still surround many of them.
Detailed illustrations, contemporary and from renowned fantasy artists such as Arthur Rackham, bring
these fantastic creatures to life.
The Cyberiad Dec 06 2020
The Art and Science of Stanislaw Lem May 31 2020 Leading scholars examine the social and cultural
significance of technology and science in the work of Stanislaw Lem, the author of Solaris.
Peace on Earth Feb 08 2021 Robot armies, an arms race in space, and a brain at war with itself add up to
“a futuristic version of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” (The Boston Phoenix). Anxious to avoid a war that would
destroy the entire planet, the major powers of Earth have come to an ingenious compromise. Each country
sends a force of adaptable, self-programming robots to the surface of the moon to play out the conflict there
and, hopefully, reach a mutually agreeable stalemate. But when the robots stop responding, it is up to Ijon
Tichy to travel to the lunar war zone and discover what went wrong. Tichy finds what he needs to know, but
falls victim to an attack that severs the left and right sides of his brain: one of which knows nothing about
the status of the moon, the other of which isn’t telling. Now Tichy finds himself at the center of a new sort
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The Planiverse Jul 13 2021 A classic book about life in a two-dimensional universe, written by a well-known
author. Now brought back into print in this revised and updated edition, the book is written within the
great tradition of Abbott's Flatland, and Hinton's famous Sphereland. Accessible, imaginative, and clever, it
will appeal to a wide array of readers, from serious mathematicians and computer scientists, to science
fiction fans.
The Captive Mind Apr 29 2020
Lemography Jan 19 2022 A unique collection of critical essays on writer and philosopher Stanislaw Lem,
evaluating his influence on twentieth-century literature and culture.
The 80s Oct 16 2021
Stanislaw Lem Apr 10 2021 This title brings a welter of unknown elements of Lem's life, career, and literary
legacy to light in order to mete out cognitive justice to the writer who preferred to be known as the
philosopher of the future.
The Loss Library and Other Unfinished Stories Aug 14 2021 Includes 12 collages by Sunandini
Banerjee.

of war of attrition, with each world power clamoring for his knowledge and each half of his stubborn brain
clamoring for control. Wry and action-packed in equal measure, Stanislaw Lem’s absurd, insightful sendup
of the Cold War is required reading for any fan of science fiction. Here, “humor and a breathless pace
create a delightful and thought-provoking read” (Publishers Weekly).
The Chain of Chance Jan 27 2020 Written in the style of a detective novel, The Chain of Chance is classic
Lem: a combination of action, hard science, and philosophical investigation. An ex-astronaut is hired to look
into the death of a wealthy businessman, one of several men to meet a gruesome end after visiting Naples.
The authorities suspect a pattern, but neither the police nor a sophisticated computer enlisted for the
investigation can crack the case. On a trail leading from Naples to Rome to Paris, the ex-astronaut barely
escapes numerous threats on his life. Having set himself up as a potential victim, he realizes that he may
now be the target of a deadly conspiracy - and that the conspiracy is not the work of a criminal mind but a
manifestation of the laws of nature. The population has numerically exceeded its critical mass; certain
patterns have begun to emerge from the chaotic workings of society. As the ex-astronaut unravels the
puzzle, he begins to see that some of those patterns can be fatal.
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